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SUB J : VORSTER SAYS HE HAS NO PLAN TO STEP DOWN 

1. ASKED BY REPORTER MARCH 8 ABOUT HIS POLITICAL FUTURE, VORSTER 
SAID HE PLANNED REMAIN PRIME MINISTER FOR DURATION OF PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT, " UNTIL 1975." HE DENOUNCED RUMORS ABOUT HIS HEALTH, 
WHICH HE SAID WAS GOOD, AND ADDED, " I STILL WORK TWICE AS HARD 
AS ANY OTHER MINISTER." 

2. COMMENT: STORIES THAT PM WOULD RESIGN BEFORE LONG HAVE BEEN 
REGULAR FEATURE OF POLITICAL COMMENT IN SA FOR SOME TIME. 

IT POSSIBLE THAT NATIONAL PARTY HAS BEGUN TO EMPHASIZE VORSTER' S 
INTENTION TO STAY ON. EARLIER THIS WEEK. A NATIONAL PARTY MP 
TOLD POL COUNSELOR THAT PRIME MINISTER ENIOYED GOOD HEALTH AND 
THAT HE FIRMLY BELIEVED VORSTER WOULD CONTINUE IN OFFICE FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS. NEVERTHELESS, THOSE CLOSE TO VORSTER KNOW THAT 
AT TIMES HIS HEALTH HAS NOT BEEN GOOD. IF SERIOUS HEALTH PROBLEM 
DEVELOPED, HE UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD RE- EXAMINE QUESTION OF HIS 
TENURE OF OFFICE. 

HURD 
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